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Location 
 

 

Official Name: ............................................ Long Lake 
 

Local Names: ..................................................... Cardwell Lake 

County/District: ............................................. Muskoka 
 

Geographic Twp: ......................................................... Cardwell 

Municipality: ................... Township of Muskoka Lakes 
 

MNR Admin. Area: ................................................. Bracebridge 

Lat./Long: ................................ 45.3314 N 79.4919 W 
 

UTM (NAD83): .......................................... 17 618171 5020871 

Topographic Map (1:50,000): ........................... 31E06 
 

Drainage Basin: .................................................. Lake Rosseau 

 
 

Physical Features 
 

  

Surface Area (ha): .................... 204 
 

Maximum Depth (m): ....................... 21 Mean Depth (m): ........................... 7 

Elevation (m asl): ...................... 320 
 

Perimeter (km): ............................. 12.0 Island Shoreline (km): ................... 0 

Volume (10
4
 m

3:
): .................... 1428 Watershed (km

2
): ............................. 12 

(excludes area of lake) 
Water Clarity (m): ...................... 2.6 

 
 

Land Use and Development 
 

Crown Land (%): .............. 15 
 

Provincial Parks: ................................. Eastern Cardwell Forest Conservation Reserve 

Shoreline Development: ...............................................................................................................  low;  shoreline residential 
 
Access: .......................................................................................... public; unopened right-of-way from Cardwell Lake Road 
 
Water Level Management: ............................................................................................................................... not regulated 
 
 

 

Fish Species 
 

Major Fish Species: ..........................................  lake whitefish, smallmouth bass (I 1999), lake trout (?, no longer stocked) 
 
Other Fish Species: ................. cisco, golden shiner, white sucker, brown bullhead, pumpkinseed, lake chub, yellow perch 
  
Other Species: .......................................................................................................................................................................  
 
Notes:  E: extirpated, I: introduced – intentional or accidental, O: occasional, R: remnant, S: currently stocked, ?: status uncertain, 

2009: year of first record or introduction if known, blank: presumed native 
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Fisheries Management 
 

Fisheries Management Zone: ............................................................................................................................................ 15 
 
Designation for Lake Trout Management: ....................................................................................................  not designated 
 
Fishing Regulation Exceptions .......................................................................................................... lake trout open all year  
 
Current Stocking: ........................................................................................................................................................... none 
 
Historic Stocking (last year stocked): ........................................... rainbow trout (1938), brook trout (1961), lake trout (2009) 
 
Contaminants (species tested): ..................................................................................................................................... none 
 
Assessment: Completed Projects: 

 
 
1966 lake survey 
1973 lake survey 
1976 lake trout population assessment 
1983 lake trout population assessment 
1998 Spring Littoral Index Netting (lake trout) 
2013 winter creel survey 
 
 

 
Synopsis 
 

It is unclear from the file whether lake trout were native to Long Lake. A report that is was gill netted 
during the depression, prior to any records of stocking, suggests they were. The water quality is poor for 
lake trout; there is a small volume of late summer habitat with suitable temperature and dissolved oxygen, 
but the water clarity is quite low. The habitat quality is a natural result of the lake basin and watershed as 
there is very little development on the lake. 
 
Conversations with cottagers in 1983 indicate that exploitation has been an insignificant factor in recent 
times. At that time it was indicated that it had been at least 5 years since anyone had heard of a lake trout 
being captured. In 1983, 16 overnight gillnet sets failed to capture any lake trout. At that point lake trout 
were clearly on the verge, if not completely extirpated from Cardwell Lake. A 1983 Lake Trout 
Assessment Report recommends that the lake be managed as a smallmouth bass fishery. However, in 
1986, 250 sub-adult lake trout (4+ years, 2-3 kg) were stocked into this lake. A SLIN was scheduled for 
1998 to determine the outcome of the adult transfer and the status of the overall fishery. Six lake trout 
were captured resulting in a low C.U.E. and only one unclipped fish. Despite the apparently low stocking 
success and lack of a fishery, stocking on a put-grow-take basis was continued. 
 
The lake appears to support a healthy lake whitefish and large yellow perch population. 
 
The 2013 winter creel survey failed to encounter any fishing activity in 11 visits to the lake. 
 
Long Lake was formally removed from the list of lakes designated for lake trout management in 2015. The 
lake will no longer be stocked and the extended season for lake trout will be removed (tentative target 
date is 2017). 
 
Updated: 2015 
 
Refer to Lake Fact Background Information document for explanation of content. 
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